
This exhibit puts many of the items in the library’s Declaration of 
Independence collection “at the fingertips” of museum visitors in a 

powerful, interactive way. It is approximately three feet tall, which makes it 
a particularly nice way for young children to interact with materials  

that are otherwise displayed too high for them to easily view. 

The device features an inviting, easy-to-navigate  
interface that encourages visitors to explore  

these materials on their own.
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I N DEP EN DENCE
DECLARI N G

A touch-enabled exhibit for the  
Albert and Shirley Small Special Collections Library



The home screen 
offers access to the 
four main sections of 
the device: a timeline 
of the events leading 
up to, and directly 
following the signing 
of the Declaration; 
a collection of 
documents related 
to the Declaration; 
a gallery of the 
signers organized by 
home colony, with 
a brief biography of 
each; and a movie 
that re-enacts the 
events surrounding 
the signing of the 
Declaration.



The Road to 
Independence 
Timeline. 

Each event on 
the timeline is 
represented by a 
panel. A swipe on the 
screen will scroll the 
timeline right to left, 
letting visitors move 
through and read the 
entry for each event.



The Documents 
Collection. 

From this screen 
the user can access 
four categories 
of documents by 
tapping on any of the 
category panels.



Each document 
gallery displays 
document 
thumbnails on the 
left side of the page, 
with the selected 
document displayed 
larger in the center of 
the screen.

The user can zoom 
in on any document 
by using the zoom 
buttons in the lower 
right.



Zooming in on 
some of these 
documents reveals 
truly impressive 
amounts of detail 
that can sometimes 
be difficult to see 
even in the original 
document up on the 
wall.



Different categories 
contain different 
collections of 
documents. Some 
of the maps and 
engravings are quite 
beautiful, especially 
when zoomed in.



The Signers’ Gallery.

In this section, 
all the delegates 
who signed 
the Declaration 
are presented, 
organized by 
colonial delegation. 

Visitors can tap on 
any colony name 
or on a cluster of 
signatures to view 
the delegation from 
that colony. 



Tapping on any 
signer’s portrait 
brings up a full size 
image and brief 
biography of that 
person.



Declaring 
Independence Video.

The library 
commissioned a 
13-minute video  
about the signing of 
the Declaration. The 
fourth section of this 
exhibit displays the 
video on the table.  


